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PREFACE. 


/  do  not  know  that  any  apology  is  necessary  for 
discussing,  in  a  public  Pamphlet,  the  merits  of  a 
public  Institution.  Whatever  the  abstract  right 
may  be— however  good  or  bad— the  moral  right 
that  every  parent  of  a  boy  at  a  public  school  has 
to  use  his  best  efforts  towards  improving  the  advan- 
tages of  his  son,  cannot  in  reason  be  disputed. 
Not  that  this  right  is  to  be  used  in  an  indiscrimi- 
nate—much less  an  insolent  and  contemptuous  man- 
ner. I  should  be  very  sorry  if  I  could  be  guilty 
of  using  a  word  personally  disrespectful  to  any  one. 
I  wish  the  prosperity  of  Eton,  and,  therefore, 
wish  to  see  many  present  obstacles  to  its  advance- 
ment removed. 


PREFACE    TO    THE    THIRD    EDITION. 


THE  rapid  demand  for  a  third  edition  of  these 
Remarks  is  highly  satisfactory  to  the  Author;  in- 
asmuch as  it  tends  to  shew  that  the  importance  of 
the  subject  he  has  discussed  is  properly  appreciated 
by  those  whose  interests  are  mainly  concerned.  The 
Author  would  fain  hope,  that  the  Governors  of 
Eton  will  not  confound  a  demand  for  reasonable 
improvement,  with  a  cry  for  total  and  indiscrimi- 
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nate  revolution.  There  is  neither  magnanimity 
nor  wisdom  in  resisting  what  is  proved  to  be  expe- 
dient. Surely,  the  idea  of  conducting  a  great 
public  School  on  principles  that  have  no  harmony 
with  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  public,  is  an 
egregious  folly .  But  the  public— I  mean  the  opu- 
lent and  liberal,  but,  at  the  same  time,  thinking 
and  intelligent,  aristocracy  of  the  public— look 
with  confidence  to  the  adoption  of  prudent  and 
essential  alterations  at  Eton.  It  is  the  duty,  no 
less  than  the  interest,  of  the  government  of  the 
School  to  concede  them. 

I  have  already  stated  that  I  shall  probably 
discuss,  at  some  future  period,  the  manner  in  which 
the  Collegers  are  treated  at  Eton.  For  the  pre 
sent,  I  am  disposed  to  keep  my  facts  and  opinions 
from  the  Public,  in  the  hope  that  the  Governors  of 
the  College  will  see  the  necessity  of  immediately  ame- 
liorating— or  rather  of  totally  altering — the  condi- 
tion of  the  boys  who  are  more  especially  en- 
trusted to  their  care. 

This  I  promise  the  Public:  that  in  exposing  the 
manifold  wrongs  endured  by  the  Collegers  at  Eton, 
I  will  expose  the  truth.  /  will  use  neither  disguise 
nor  compromise.  What  I  know  certainly,  I  will 
set  down  fearlessly .  But  I  repeat  it— I  trust  the 
good  sense  and  virtue  of  the  Provost  and  Fdlows 
of  Eton  will  anticipate  my  intentions. 

FEBRUARY  10,   1834. 


REMARKS, 


IT  would  be  a  needless  waste  of  words  to  set 
about  shewing,  that,  at  the  present  moment, 
a  spirit  of  uncompromising  enquiry  and  refor- 
mation is  developing  its  full  energies  through- 
out the  country.  It  is  a  spirit  which  will  not 
be  contemned,  nor  can  it  be  resisted,  with  im- 
punity. It  has  summoned  every  public  insti- 
tution before  its  tribunal;  and  woe  be  to  those 
which  have  made  no  preparation  for  trial !  Yet 
it  is  impossible  not  to  see  that  there  are  some 
public  bodies  which  have  formed  the  resolution 
of  defying  and  encountering  public  opinion,  and 
have  staked  their  hopes  of  existence  on  a  firm 
and  unflinching — nay,  a  contemptuous  and 
scornful  rejection  of  the  demands  of  a  reason- 
ing and  enlightened  age.  There  arc  men  whose 


wisdom  consists  in  a  stubborn  refusal  to  im- 
prove. With  a  blindness,  which  baffles  expla- 
nation, because  it  leads  directly  to  their  own 
downfall,  they  hate  reform  as  if  it  were  revolu- 
tion, being  apparently  ignorant  that  they  are 
proceeding  the  right  way  to  ensure  a  revolution 
which  will  be  no  reform.  But  they  are  wrest- 
ling with  a  power  that  will  laugh  to  scorn  their 
puny  endeavours.  Their  brazen  gates  will  be 
but  as  touchwood  before  the  strong  arm  of  the 
giant.  With  such  men,  I  fear,  any  exhorta- 
tion on  my  part  will  have  but  little  weight. 
The  wisest  suggestion  that  could  be  offered — 
the  most  modest  remonstrance  that  could  be 
made— will  by  them  be  received  with  the  same 
grin  of  contempt,  and  the  same  scowl  of  hate  ; 
but  I  shall  not  be  deterred  from  giving  advice, 
because  it  is  likely  to  be  rejected  ;  nor  shall  I 
fear  to  assail  the  citadel  of  bigotry,  because  I 
feel  assured  that  the  garrison  will  defend  it  to 
its  last  gun.  Amongst  other  public  institutions 
in  England,  which  have  signalized  themselves 
by  an  undeviating  adherence  to  antiquated 
errors,  I  am  compelled  to  instance  Eton 
School  as  holding  an  unfortunate  pre-emi- 
nence. Whilst  every  other  public  school  has 
chosen  the  wiser  part,  and  accommodated  itself 
to  the  demands  of  the  age  by  timely  and  judi- 
cious reformation,  Eton  alone  seems  resolved  to 


make  a  stand  against  improvement,  and  to  fight 
single-handed  the  battle  of  prejudice  and 
wrong. 

Many  of  the  more  notorious  and  glaring 
defects  of  that  foundation  have  often  been 
brought  before  the  public ;  but  the  weapons 
of  opinion  have  hitherto  fallen  nearly  harm- 
less on  its  brazen  armour.  The  events,  how- 
ever, that  have  marked  the  last  few  years  of 
English  History,  are  certainly  pregnant  with 
fearful  admonitions  to  all  public  bodies,  bidding 
them  prepare  against  the  scrutinies  with  which 
a  vigilant  and  informed  nation  will,  undoubt- 
edly, visit  its  trusts.  Yet,  strange  to  say, 
the  public  business  of  Eton  School  is  essen- 
tially, if  not  exactly,  the  same  that  it  was  50 
— nay,  for  what  I  know,  100  years  ago. 
But  since  it  is  probable  that  many  of  my  rea- 
ders are  unacquainted  with  Eton,  I  will  preface 
my  observations  with  a  brief  sketch  of  the  con- 
stitution of  that  establishment.  The  College 
was  founded  in  1441,  by  King  Henry  VI.  It 
consists  of  a  Provost,  Seven  Fellows,  one  Head 
or  Upper  Master,  and  one  Lower ;  together 
with  70  Students.  All  that  a  gentleman's  edu- 
cation in  those  days  embraced,  was,  undoubt- 
edly, provided  by  the  Statutes  for  those  70  col- 
legers, or  students.  Moreover,  it  was  provided 
gratuitously;  but  I  shall  reserve  my  remarks  on 
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this  subject  to  some  future  occasion.  These 
collegers  are  elected  off  to  King's  College,  Cam- 
bridge, as  fast  as  vacancies  occur  at  that  found- 
ation, which  has  the  same  number  of  fellow- 
ships that  there  are  collegers  at  Eton,  and  is 
solely  supplied  with  members  from  that  source. 

Such  is  the  statutable  foundation  of  Eton 
College;  but  there  are,  in  addition,  JU)  Assistant 
Masters,  or  Tutors,  who,  however,  are  not 
members  of  the  College,  but  are  gentlemen, 
almost  unexceptionably,  from  King's  College, 
Cambridge,  engaged  by  the  upper  and  lower 
Masters  to  assist  them  in  teaching  the  collegers 
and  oppidans,  or  boys  who  do  not  belong  to 
the  foundation.  These  latter  form  the  main 
bulk  of  the  school,  varying  in  number,  of  course; 
but  the  total  of  both  sorts  of  students  may  be 
stated  to  be,  in  general,  considerably  upwards 
of  500. 

The  Provost  is  appointed  by  the  Crown.  The 
Fellows  are  elected  by  themselves  and  the  Pro- 
vost. The  Head  Master  is  appointed  by  the 
Provost;  the  Lower  by  the  Provost  and  Fellows. 
The  Provostship  is  very  nearly  an  autocratical 
office.  The  school  is  divided  into  six  forms  ;  of 
which  the  sixth  is  the  highest,  and  is  the  only 
one  limited  in  its  number  of  boys,  which  is  never 
allowed  to  exceed  22.  -The  fifth  form  consists 
of  three  divisions ;  the  upper,  middle,  and  lower 
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A  boy  takes  a  year  to  pass  through  each  of  the 
two  lower,  but  remains  in  the  upper  until  a 
vacancy  occurs  in  the  sixth  form.  It  may,  on 
an  average,  require  two  years  and  a  half  to  get 
through  the  upper  division.  Between  the  fourth 
and  fifth,  there  is  an  intermediate  form,  called 
"  The  Remove"  which  consists  of  two  divisions, 
and  a  boy  is  six  months  in  each.  As  my  obser- 
vations will  principally  apply  to  these  upper 
forms,  I  shall  not  describe  the  remainder.  The 
work  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  forms  is,  with  too 
trifling  a  difference  to  be  worth  mentioning,  the 
same.  On  Sunday,  they  do  a  Latin  theme. 
On  Monday  they  repeat  from  30  to  35  verses  of 
the  Poetse  Grseci,  construe  the  same  number  of 
lines  of  Homer,  together  with  70  lines  of  the 
Scriptores  Romani.  Sometimes  one  half  of 
this  latter  is  not  done  but  in  place  of  it,  the 
lesson  of  Homer  is  done  over  again.  Tuesday 
is  a  holiday,  on  which,  however,  they  do  a  copy 
of  verses,  varying  in  number  according  to  the 
ability  and  industry  of  the  individual.  The 
higher  boys  seldom  do  less  than  from  30  to  36  ; . 
the  lower  from  22  to  30.  On  Wednesday  they 
say  about  36  lines  of  Ovid  or  Propertius  by 
heart,  construe  35  lines  of  Homer,  and  70  of 
Virgil.  They  also  do  a  copy  of  Lyrics,  which  ^tk 
must  not  be  less  than  six  stanzas  in  length.  On 
Thursday  they  say  some  Greek  Grammar  by 
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heart ;  and  construe  35  lines  of  Greek  prose ; 
generally  Lucian.  On  Friday  they  repeat  by 
heart  the  Homer  which  was  construed  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Monday,  and  the  Virgil  which  was 
construed  on  Wednesday.  They  also  construe 
70  lines  of  Horace's  Epistles  or  Satires,  and  35 
lines  of  Greek  prose.  On  Saturday,  they  re- 
peat by  heart  the  Horace  which  was  construed 
on  the  previous  day ;  construe  some  30  or  35 
verses  of  the  PoetaB  Grseci,  together  with  some 
Greek  Testament,  and  are  examined  in  a  few 

pages  of  Seeker.    No  lessons  are  learnt  in  school 
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hours.      Hie    boys  are  -  previously   prepared  in 

their  lessons  by  their  tutors,  and  the  school-times 
are  devoted  to  examination.     All  that  is  read 
r^   over  and  above  what  we  have  stated,  is  called 
jr"33T^v  * '  private  business^ '      It  is  not  required  by  the 
school,  but  is  done  by  the  tutors  privately  with 
their  pupils.     I  have  given  the  outline  of  what 
is  called  .a  "REGULAR  WEEK;"  but  that  is  ma- 
terially interrupted  arid  curtailed  by  holidays, 
whether  accidental  or  periodical. 

There  are  also  extra  masters  for  teaching  the 
French,  Italian,  and  German  languages,  as  well 
as  writing,  drawing,  and  arithmetic.  Attend- 
ance on  either  of  them  is  voluntary,  and  forms 
no  integral  part  of  the  school  business.  Whe- 
ther the  business  done  with  these  masters  ought 
not  to  be  brought  into  closer  contact,  and  more 
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intimate  union  with  the  regular  business,  greatly 
to  the  advantage  and  credit  of  the  teachers,  as 
well  as  the  learners,  I  may,  perhaps,  discuss  on 
some  future  occasion.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
about  six  years  ago,  founded  three  scholarships 
for  the  best  proficients  in  Classics  and  Divinity: 
each  is  tenable  for  three  years,  and  is  of  the 
\varly  value  of  t'~><>;  so  that  one  falls  vacant 
every  twelve  month-.  Tlu-se  seholarships  are 
open  to  all  students  in  the  school,  above  a  cer- 
tain rank;  the  examiners  are  Mtoer  public  ma<- 
ters ;  and  I  will  add.  it  would  be  better  if  they 
were  never  prirate  tutors.  In  fact,  the  ar- 
gument which  excludes  a  public  assistant, 
ought,  in  its  proper  consequences,  to  exclude 
any  one  connected  with  the  school.  The  scho- 
lars have  to  attend  chapel  twice  every  whole 
holiday,  and  once  every  half  holiday.  And 
now,  I  hope,  I  have  said  enough  to  enable  per- 
sons who  are  not  so  fortunate  as  to  be  "Eton 
men,"  to  understand  the  following  remarks. 

I  shall  be  grossly  misunderstood,  if  any  in- 
tention of  triumph  or  insult  be  attributed  to  me, 
when  I  proclaim,  with  the  fearL  --..  BS  of  con- 
seious  truth,  that,  if  the  interest  of  Eton  is  to  be 
maintained,  its  abuses  must  be  reformed.  The 
world,  indeed,  has  for  a  long  time  been  amused 
with  a  vague  probability  of  future  amendment , 
some  scanty  glimmerings  of  hope,  that  if  some 
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fortunate  concurrence  of  accidents  should  ever 
take  place,  if  one  man  should  have  compassion 
enough  to  relent,  and  another  have  energy 
enough  to  propose,  and  if  divers  other  equally 
substantial  and  tangible  possibilities  should  all 
happily  come  to  pass,  why  then  we  should  see 
some  GREAT  CHANGES  AT  ETON.  What  these 
portentous  changes-— these  melancholy  phan- 
tasms of  distempered  heads,  which  have  scared 
the  imaginations  of  some  respectable  persons, 
REALLY  ARE,  the  uninitiated  have  not  yet  been 
allowed  to  understand. 

At  other  times,  the  matter  is  put  in  a  differ- 
ent light ;  and  an  objection  to  reform  is  drawi 
from  the  very  constitution  of  the  College,  inas 
much  as  there  appears  to  be  a  doubt  WHERE 
and  HOW,  reform  is  to  begin.  The  head  master, 
being  but  the  servant  of  the  Provost,  can  do 
nothing  against  the  will  of  his  employer,  in  the 
regulation  of  the  school;  and  how  the  Provost, 
,  for  the  last  twenty-four  years,  has  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  practical  management  of 
the  boys,  can  venture  to  meddle  with  the  ex- 
isting order  of  things,  seems  to  involve  a  mys- 
tery—to make  a  gordian  knot  much  too  difficult 
for  ordinary  knuckles  to  untie.  I  really  blush 
to  notice  such  unbecoming  and  frivolous  juggling 
with  common  reason.  But  I  fear  that  such 
nonsense  is  entertained  in  high  quarters,  with  a 
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fondness  and  pertinacity,  which  shows  how 
anxiously  any  pretence  for  defying  improvement 
is  hunted  out  of  the  den  of  folly.  If  the  objec- 
tion I  have  stated  mean  any  thing,  it  is  this; 
that  there  is  in  the  constitution  of  Eton  College 
an  inherent  principle,  directly  repulsive  of  re- 
form. But  I  warn  the  advocates  of  so  stupid 
and  pernicious  a  doctrine  against  its  open 
avowal.  The  public  care  nothing  for  the  colli- 
sion or  adjustment  of  the  ruling  interests  of  the 
school;  they  demand  the  reformation  of  abuse; 
and  they  will  not  be  checked  in  their  demand 
by  any  unintelligible  prevarications  about 
WHERE  the  responsibility  of  the  reform  is  to  lie. 
My  own  opinion  of  this  formidable  difficulty 
is  very  easily  explained;  the  head  master  is 
appointed  by  the  Provost,  and  is  certainly  re- 
movable at  his  pleasure;  but  he  is  also  EN- 
TRUSTED WITH  THE  RESPONSIBLE  MANAGEMENT 

OF  THE  BOYS  ;  and  if  there  be  any  change, 
the  adoption  of  which  HE  thinks  essential  to 
the  good  of  the  school,  but  which  the  PROVOST 
resists  as  inexpedient,  there  is  no  alternative 
left  for  the  master,  BUT  TO  RESIGN. 

It  is  time,  however,  to  specify  some  of  the         - 
more  serious  and  prominent  defects  of  the  school. 
In  doing  this,  I  shall  not  hunt  about  in  search 
of  objections  to  the  subordinate  parts  of  its  dis-   ; 
cipline;   I  am  influenced  solely  by  a  regard  for 
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its  bettor  government ;  and  I  should  be  sorry  if 
any  of  my  expressions  gave  personal  offence. 
But  whilst  1  deprecate  unbecoming  asperity,  I 
will  set  forth  my  opinions  with  that  manful  and 
fearless  resolution  which  the  subject  demands. 

A  public  school  is  a  preparation  for  the  Uni- 
versity, and  by  its  adequate  or  imperfect  execu- 
tion of  this  purpose,  its  good  or  ill  government 
must  be  determined.  By  this  I  will  judge  Eton; 
nor  can  I  imagine  any  denomination  of  reason- 
ing animals  who  could  possibly  object  to  such  a 
criterion.  The  education  provided  at  Eton  is 
insufficient  for  its  purpose  in  every  department, 
in  religion,  letters,  and  science.  To  begin  with 
the  most  important ;  there  is  but  ONE  religious 
lesson  in  the  week  ;  and  as  even  that  solitary 
one  is  missed,  as  often  as  by  the  will  of  the  Ca- 
lendar, or  the  Provost,  Saturday  is  a  half  holi- 
day, I  cannot — with  due  allowance  made  for  va- 
cations— possibly  suppose  that  there  are  more 
than  25  religious  lessons  in  the  year.  It  is  very 
remarkable,  that,  whereas  no  possible  contin- 
gency, short  of  an  entire  week  of  holidays,  is 
allowed  to  interfere  with  TWO  lessons  of  Homer, 
Horace,  and  Virgil,  the  religious  instruction  of 
the  week  is  so  entirely  the  sport  of  saints'  days 
and  holidays,  that  not  even  the  highest  boys  can 
read  one  of  the  longer  Gospels  in  twelve  months. 
Moreover,  the  lessons  being  given  at  such  great 
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and  uneven  intervals  of  time,  it  is  impossible  for 
any  but  very  industrious  students  to  retain  a  con- 
nected view  of  what  they  read.  Now,  I  defy  a 
contradiction  of  this  statement;  and  I  ask  whe- 
ther every  parent  of  a  boy  at  Eton  has  not  a 
right—  nay,  whether  it  is  not  his  most  solemn 
duty  to  God  and  his  conscience,  to  remonstrate 
against  this  neglect  of  the  most  important  arti- 
cle in  education  ?  Nor  do  I  complain  solely 
of  the  omission  of  what  is  good,  but  of  the 
practice  of  that  which  is  positively  evil.  The 
boys  are  not  only  defectively  instructed  in  the  ^ 
nature  and  doctrines  of  Christianity,  but  are 
most  perniciously  taught  to  regard  some  of  its 
highest  duties  as  a  matter  of  annoyance  and  co- 
ercion. They  are  COMPELLED  to  attend  chapel, 


exclusive  of  Sundays,  at  the  least  four, 
often  five,  sometimes  even  six,  times  in  the 
week.  The  evil  might,  in  some  degree,  be  Vf 
mitigated,  if  worship  on  the  week  days  were 
devoutly  performed ;  but  the  boys  are  neither 
expected  to  bring  Prayer  Books  into  Church, 
nor  to  join  in  the  service.  The  prayers  are 
read  in  a  slovenly  manner,  being  usually  accom- 
plished in  25  minutes.  Very  frequent  COMPUL- 
SORY attendance  on  Divine  Worship,  even  if 
properly  done,  can  have  none  but  a  bad  effect 
on  MEN — and  men,  too,  of  religious  minds;  but 
upon  the  YOUNG  the  consequences  are  incalcu- 
lably disastrous. 
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Upon  the  young,  who  generally  mistake 
associations  of  ideas  for  opinions,  and  with 
whom  inveteracy  of  custom  is  equivalent  to 
energy  of  conviction,  the  effects  of  this  sys- 
tem are  doubly  deplorable.  Attendance  on 
church  becomes,  in  after  life,  an  irksome  and  un- 
comfortable duty,  and  that  which  was  intended 
by  a  merciful  Creator  to  be  an  everlasting  me- 
morial of  his  care  and  benevolence  to  man, — to 
be  the  medicine  of  sorrow,  and  the  purification 
of  thought,  is  converted,  by  a  stupid  and  obsti- 
nate adherence  to  forms,  whose  single  claim  to 
respect  consists  in  the  longevity  of  their  mischief, 
into  an  uneasy  and  unprofitable  ceremony  ; 
thus  God  is  robbed  of  his  mercy,  and  man  of 
his  consolation.  Perhaps  I  may  seem  irreve- 
rent, and  to  be  using  terms  more  solemn  than 
befits  the  occasion  ;  but  no  words  CAN  express 
the  awful  responsibility  incurred  by  those  who 
deliberately,  and  in  spite  of  demonstrative  rea- 
son, persist  in  tampering  with  the  eternal  inte- 
rests of  souls.  The  matter  I  speak  of  is  nothing 
temporary  or  trivial ;  either  I  or  my  adversaries 
are  wrong ;  if  I  am  in  error,  in  the  name  of 
religion  let  me  be  confuted  by  some  argument. 
I  profess  with  the  most  fervent  sincerity,  I  know 
not  even  the  ghost  of  a  reason,  which  could  be 
conjured  up  against  me  out  of  the  grave  of 
rotten  antiquity.  But  if  1  am  right,  shame  and 
dishonour  to  those  who  have  neither  the  wisdom 
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nor  the  courage  to  acknowledge  refutation,  and 
to  amend  error,  even  though  their  obstinacy  im- 
perils higher  interests  than  those  of  this  world  ? 
Nor  is  it  only  on  the  week  days,  that  I  complain 
of  religion  being  neglected  at  Eton.  Even  the 
Sabbath  is  not  honoured  with  proper  reverence.. 
That  day,  which  now,  thank  God,  brings  reli- 
gious comfort  and  instruction  to  the  poorest 
cottager,  brings  but  little  of  either  to  the  Eton 
student.  It  is  really  hard  to  believe,  that  a  rich 
ecclesiastical  establishment,  founded  for  the 
especial  purpose  of  educating  persons  for  the 
Church,  should  inculcate,  in  the  consequences 
of  its  mis-government,  a  most  wicked  contempt 
for  the  Sabbath.  The  upper  boys,  on  that  day,)  ^ 
are  required  to  learn  some  —  perchance  licenti- 
ous —  lines  of  the  Poeta3  Graeci  ;  the  Remove  are!  ' 
drawing  maps  ;  both  are  possibly  engaged  also 
in  writing  a  theme,  which,  whatever  the  THEORY 
of  the  matter  may  be,  is  of  no  practical  service 
to  religion  or  morals.  The  fourth  form  are  con- 
struing, or  preparing  to  construe,  a  few  verses 
of  the  Greek  Testament,  which  they  are  not 
taught  for  the  sake,  or  with  the  possibility  of 
promoting  religion,  but  for  the  inoculating  of 
them  with  the  virus  of  Greek  Grammar  rules. 
I  pronounce  this  to  be  a  disgraceful  reproach  to  %  ^ 
the  school.  We  have  a  right  to  demand,  that, 
in  a  religious  establishment,  Sunday  shall  be 
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day  of  religious  instruction ;  and  sure  I  am 
that  this  holy  day  cannot  be  systematically  per- 
verted to  secular  pursuits,  without  entailing- 
grievous  ill  consequences.  I  am  aware  I  may 
be  met  with  the  rejoinder,  that  these  conse- 
quences HAVE  NOT  been  produced  ;  and  though 
the  public  instruction  of  the  school  be  confess 
edly  no  greater  than  I  have  stated  it  to  be,  yet, 
provided  the  instruction  is  communicated  SOME- 
HOW, the  MANNER  is  of  little  importance.  In 
answer  to  which,  I  say,  that,  even  on  the  suppo- 
sition of  no  evil  having  arisen,  this  is  no  reason 
against  remedying  what  you  cannot  but  admit 
to  be  wrong.  And  if  it  be  urged,  that,  for  no 
better  reason  than  this,  you  may  safely  persevere 
in  a  vicious  course  of  education,  you  throw  up 
the  whole  question  of  education  at  once  ;  all 

'  I  preference  of  mode  is  at  an  end.  If  good  habits 
can  possibly  spring  as  the  natural  produce  of 
evil,  it  can  no  longer  signify  what  habits  you 
engender.  Is  any  man  prepared  to  maintain 

^-  such  a  position  ?  yet  there  is  no  alternative  be- 
tween this  and  the  admission  of  the  justice  of 
my  reasoning.    But   the   truth  is,   incalculable 
,   evil  HAS  BEEN  produced.     When  I  assert  that, 
men  educated  in  this  habitual  disregard  of  the 
sanctity  of  the  Sabbath,   and  this  profane  mode 
^•v,  of  attending  service  on  week  days,  have  gene- 
rally felt  a  disinclination  to  attend   public  wor- 
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ship  altogether,  1  certainly  assert  no  more  than 
such  men  themselves  are  ready  enough  to  admit. 
The  evil  which  has  arisen  to  individuals,  is,  in 
fact,  enormous  ;  but  if  I   extend  the  sphere  of 
my  contemplation,   and  regard  the  matter  as 
affecting  public  and  national    interests,   it  as- 
sumes a  more  serious  aspect,  and  furnishes  sub- 
ject for  graver  and  more  melancholy  reflection. 
I  need  not  point  out  how  large  a  proportion  of 
the  English  Clergy  have  received  public  educa- 
tions.    Will  the  most  bigotted   advocate  of  the 
Church,  as  it  is,  deny,  that,  for  the  last  150years, 
a  secular  spirit  has  been  making  great  way,  es- 
pecially amongst  the  upper  orders  of  the  hierar- 
chy ?      And   can   it   be    doubted,   that,    if  the 
Clergy  had  been  better  instructed  in  the  solemn 
nature  of  their  high  and  holy  duties— if  a  deeper 
reverence  for  their  profession— a  more  earnest 
devotion  of  their  best  energies  to  the  service  of 
their  Lord— a  more  profound  sense  of  their  obli- 
gation to  promote  HIS  interest,  and  a  less  inter- 
ested desire  to  further  THEIR  OWN— in  a  word, 
can  it  be  doubted,  if  the  Clergy  had  been  more 
religiously  educated,   that,   instead  of  the  tem- 
pest, whose  gathering  howls  are  now  threatening 
their  existence,  the  same  sunny  and  serene  sky 
would  be  now  smiling  over  their  heads,   which 
gilded  and  glorified  their  most  palmy  days  ?     I 
ask  the  question  in  candid  and  sober  sincerity ; 
I  crave  an  answer  in  the  same  spirit. 
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I  have  proceeded  on  the  supposition,  that 
religious  knowledge  is  neglected  at  Eton.  But 
though  this  be  unanswerably  true  in  reference 
to  the  PUBLIC  instruction,  we  are  told  that  this 
defect  is  made  up  by  "  private  business." 
This  private  business  does  not  relate  exclusively 
to  religion  ;  what  I  have  to  say  on  this  head, 
therefore,  will  be  equally  applicable  to  the 
other  branches  of  instruction.  The  very  term 
"  private  business"  in  a  PUBLIC  school,  in- 
volves an  absurdity ;  for  it  can  only  be  under- 
stood to  mean  something  which,  to  a  certain 
amount,  will  remedy  the  defects  of  the  school. 
But  this,  of  course,  is  ADMITTING  THE  EXIS- 
TENCE OF  DEFECTS.  If  any  such  exist,  I 
demand  their  removal  :  and  if  you  assert  that 
they  CANNOT  BE  REMOVED,  you  admit  the 
incapacity  of  a  public  school  to  give  the  full 
benefits  of  education.  But  what  is  the  real 
amount  of  good  produced  by  this  "  private 
business?"  In  the  first  place,  a  large  number 
of  boys  are  not  private  pupils  ;*  and  when  we 

*  By  a  curious  regulation,  the  collegers  are  prohibited 
}  from  being  private  pupils.  I  believe  the  prohibition  arose 
from  a  desire  to  save  expense  :  but  as  the  expense  is  VOLUN- 
TARY, I  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  forbidding  it.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  recommend  the  government  of  the  school, 
in  whatsoever  person  or  persons  that  abstract  idea  may  re- 
side, to  curtail  the  COMPULSORY  expenses  of  the  colleger, 
which  are  infamous  in  amount,  and  perfectly  unjustifiable 
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take  into  the  account  how  much  of  the  masters' 
time  is  occupied  by  the  public  business  of  the 
school,  we  cannot  suppose  that  they  have  it  in 
their  power  to  give  more  than  between  two  and 
three  hours'  private  instruction,  weekly,  to  their 
respective  pupils  ;  the  utmost  that  can  be  effect- 
ed by  such  means,  is  very  limited— certainly, 
by  no  means  equal  to  a  remedy  of  the  very  defi- 
cient public  instruction  of  the  school.  The  good 
that  can  be  accomplished*  even  under  the  pre- 
sent system,  must  be  precarious  and  uncertain, 
inasmuch  as  it  wholly  depends  on  the  character 
of  the  tutor— on  his  industry,  ability,  attain- 
ments, and  judgment.  It  is  not  unreasonable 
to  suppose,  that  these  qualities  will  vary  mate- 
rially in  ten  different  persons.  In  fact,  with 
the  most  earnest  endeavours  on  the  part  of  the 
assistant  masters,  and  supposing  (what  is  far 
from  the  truth)  that  every  boy  were  a  private 
pupil,  private  instruction  can  never  obviate  the 
public  deficiencies.  I  am  sure  every  Eton 
man  will  bear  me  out  in  my  assertion,  that  a 
knowledge  of  lessons,  confined  to  the  pupil- 
room,  was  never  exacted  with  the  severity,  or 

in  principle.  I  shall  not  say  more  of  the  collegers  AT 
PRESENT,  than  this  : — their  morals  are  neglected — their 
comforts  despised ; — they  are  separated  from  the  oppidans 
by  many  distinctions,  every  one  of  which,  almost  unexoep- 
tionably,  is  a  degradation. 
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attended  to  with  the  diligence  bestowed  on 
public  lessons.  It  cannot  be  otherwise.  A 
tutor,  engaged  exclusively  with  his  own  pupils, 
many  of  whom  live  under  his  roof,  and  for  all 
of  whom  he  may  naturally  feel  a  kindly  preju- 
dice, cannot  exert  the  same  uncompromising 
inflexible  discipline  which  is  requisite,  and 
which  men  generally  feel  little  difficulty  in 
enforcing  in  the  public  school  rooms.  As  a  last 
resource,  we  are  referred  to  the  fruits  of  the 
Newcastle  scholarship  for  a  proof  of  the  ade- 
quate religious  instruction  furnished  to  the 
boys.  I  believe,  that  about  thirty  boys  are 
generally  candidates  for  this  honour  ;  but  that 
which  refers  to  the  particular  instruction  of 
thirty  boys,  I  cannot  allow  to  be  any  argument 
at  all  for  THE  SCHOOL.  No  labour  is  spared  in 
the  preparation  of  boys  for  the  scholarship. 
But  even,  in  this  case,  I  may  express  my  dis- 
like of  the  system  of  private  instruction  ;  for  not 
only  will  one  boy,  whose  tutor  has  bestowed 
'/  unusual  care  upon  him,  have  an  advantage  over 
another,  but  the  time  which  HE  has  engrossed, 

evidently  been  deducted  from  the  rest  of  his 
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*f**tutor's  pupils.     As  the  scholarship  is  at  present 

managed,  it  MAY  BE  as  much  a  trial  of  what 
can  be  done  for  a  boy  by  his  tutor,  as  of  what 
he  can  do  for  himself ;  I  had  infinitely  rather 
see  the  candidates  left  to  their  own  resources. 


If  this  were  done,  under  present  circum- 
stances, the  standard  of  examination,  which  is 
only  sustained  by  private  instruction,  must 
necessarily  fall.  In  truth,  the  Newcastle  scho- 
larship is  an  annual  exposure  of  the  entire 
inadequacy  of  the  system  of  the  school  ;  for  the 
public  business,  without  other  assistance,  could 
never  enable  a  boy  to  go  through  a  single  day's 
examination.  It  really  is  a  very  hard  thing  to 
find  a  reason  for  continuing  the  old  course  of 
things  at  Eton.  The  time  of  the  masters,  is,  in 
many  respects,  wasted  in  a  manner  most  labori- 
ously unprofitable.  In  a  regular  week,  every 
Remove  and  fifth  form  boy  composes  three 
original  exercises  ;  the  fourth  form  do  four 
exercises,  not  original ;  and  the  third,  an 
UNKNOWN  quantity.  Upon  the  fairest  calcu- 
lation I  can  make,  it  is  not  possible  for  less 
than  six  hours,  daily,  of  the  assistant  masters' 
time  to  be  occupied  in  the  revision  of  exercises 
alone.  A  most  merciful  Bill  has  lately  passed 
the  Legislature,  whereby  the  cruelty  of  the 
Manchester  manufacturer  has  been  restrained, 
and  his  employment  of  labourers  shaved  down 
to  a  limited  number  of  hours;  but  what  is 
twelve  hours  work  in  a  cotton  mill,  compared 
with  the  same  time  bestowed  on  the  correction 
of  Latin,  which,  unless  boys  are  much  altered 
since  OUR  days,  mny  be  aptly  denominated 
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Latin  RUN  MAD — Latin,  which  will,  occasion- 
ally, put  to  the  blush  the  classic  purity  even  of 
an  apothecary's  label  !  And  if  the  LATIN  be 
such,  what  words  shall  paint  the  delights  of  a 
GREEK  THEME,  which,  occasionally  scares  the 
understanding,  if  it  do  not  subdue  the  fortitude 
of  the  luckless  revisor  ?  Now,  may  I  not  ask, 
what,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  can  be  the 
object  of  such  a  huge  mass  of  composition  ? 
Even  at  the  Universities,  it  is,  to  the  multitude, 
of  little  or  no  use ;  for  a  man,  who  does  not 
aspire  to  high  honours,  may  take  his  degree 
without  being  "required  to  do  a  copy  of  verses 
\  during  the  whole  time  of  his  residence.  It  is 
I  notorious,  that  ninety-nine  persons  out  of  one 
.  'hundred,  never  write  a  bit  of  Latin  after  they 
'have  left  school.  It  is  equally  notorious,  that 


not  one  half  of  the  school  exercises  at  Eton,  are 
done  by  their  ostensible  authors ;  and  for  this 
plain  reason,  because  half  the  boys  are  really 
incapable  of  composing  in  a  dead  tongue  ;  many 
that  CAN,  will  not  give  themselves  the  trouble  to 
cultivate  so  very  useless  an  accomplishment. 

It  is  the  easiest  task  for  an  idle  boy  to  evade ; 
inasmuch  as,  however  morally  certain  his  mas- 
ter may  be,  that  he  has  been  assisted  in  his  ex- 
ercise, detection  is  nevertheless  difficult,  and 
comparatively,  seldom  effected.  True  it  is,  the 
student  may  only  be  occupied  three  hours  in 
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doing  three  exercises,  but  the  master  must  be  f^ , 
occupied  a  long  time  in  revising  three  exercises 
from  each  of  his  pupils  ;  and  this  destruction  of 
the  tutor's  time,  is  the  most  serious  objection  to 
the  system;  for  the  consequence  of  it  is,  that 
very  little  CAN  BE  READ  by  the  boys  at  Eton. 
The  highest  boy  there  has,  in  the  course  of  the 
week,  to  construe  about  35  verses  of  some  one 
of  the  lesser  Greek  poets,  about  70  verses  of 
Homer,  Horace,  and,  generally,  Virgil ;  these 
he  also  repeats  by  heart.  He  has,  in  addition, 
to  construe  the  same  quantity  of  Latin,  and, 
also,  Greek  prose,  principally  Lucian.  About 
the  30  highest  boys  manage,  besides  all  this,  to 
get  through  a  Greek  play,  if  a  moderately  short 
one,  in  A  TWELVEMONTH  ;  and  this  is  the  sum 
total  of  the  public  instruction.  Occasional  and 
periodical  holidays,  scattered  over  the  year, 
deduct  something  considerable  from  the  regular 
work.  Making  allowance  for  this,  we  may 
fairly  state  the  annual  reading  of  a  boy  in  the 
highest  class  at  Eton,  to  be  about  four  books 
of  Homer,  three  of  Virgil,  two  books  of  the 
Satires  of  Horace,  or  their  equivalent ;  as  much 
Latin  prose  as  would  amount  to  a  book  and  a 
half  of  one  of  Cicero's  Treatises  ;  about  the  same 
quantity  of  Greek  prose,  together  with  1000,  01 
1100  lines  of  the  lesser  Greek  poets.  Now  this 
course  of  reading  is  undeniably  inadequate  as  a 
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preparation  for  college.  Indeed,  the  Head 
Master  of  Eton  plainly  acknowledges  as  much  ; 
for  he  exacts  the  same  quantity  from  boys  13 
years  old,  that  he  does  from  those  of  18. 

It  is  a  very  remarkable  fact,  that,  at  Eton,  the 
lowest  boy  in  the  fifth  form,  has  a  GREAT  DEAL 
MORE  to  do,  than  the  highest  in  the  sixth ;  for 
he  does  exactly  the  same  lessons,  without  the 
advantage  of  having  read  many  of  them  before, 
and,  of  course,  without  having  the  same  matu- 
rity and  strength  of  intellect  to  learn  by.  That 
which  a  boy  of  13  is  capable  of  doing,  cannot  be 
sufficient  for  a  young  man  who  is  entering  col- 
lege. The  English  Universities,  are,  almost  an- 
nually, raising  the  standard  of  knowledge,  which 
every  one  must  possess,  before  he  can  belong  to 
either  of  their  bodies.  It  would  be  idle  to  in- 
quire, whether  the  Governors  of  Eton  have  made 
the  smallest  correspondent  effort  to  enable  the 
boys  to  answer  this  increased  demand  on  their 
scholarship  and  information  ;  for  not  only  has 
nothing  worthy  the  name  of  an  improvement  been 
done  during  the  last  fifty  years,  but  there  seems 
to  be  a  fixed  resolution  to  resist  all  attempts  at 
amendment,  as  if  there  were  some  talismanic 
charm  in  the  old  system;  and  as  if  that  fairy 
fabric  were  destined  to  dissolve  into  air,  the 
moment  it  was  touched  by  the  profane  hand  of 
reformation.  The  first  step  to  be  taken,  if  any 
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step  ever  is  to  be  taken,  at  Eton,  must  consist  , 
in  an  entire  abolition  of  the  ridiculous  system  of 
original  composition.  As  long  as  such  an  enor- 
mous proportion  of  the  master's  time  is  unpro- 
fitably  wasted  on  the  revision  of  exercises,  suffi- 
cient time  CANNOT  be  bestowed  on  the  other 
studies  of  the  boys.  A  tutor  is,  on  an  average, 
engaged  two  hours  a  day  in  the  preparation  of 
his  pupils  for  shool  ;  he  is  three  hours  IN 
school,  and  six  hours  revising  exercises  ;  the 
leisure  time  that  he  has  over  and  above  these 
eleven  hours,  is  devoted,  we  suppose,  to  the  re- 
creation of  that  wonder  working  ' '  private  busi- 
ness!" Until  the  proportion  of  time  thrown 
away  on  the  correction  of  doggerel  Latin,  and 
that  devoted  to  real  instruction,  is  totally  altered, 
no  substantial  good  can  be  obtained.  But, 
upon  the  supposition  that  some  such  alteration 
in  the  system  MAY  take  place,  I  would  suggest, 
that  the  three  several  divisions  of  the  fifth  form 
should  read  their  respective  and  distinct  books. 
The  lower  division,  in  which  boys  remain  one 
year,  might  read  two  books  of  the  Odyssey,  two 
of  the  Anabasis,  the  Odes  of  Horace,  and  the 
Georgics  of  Virgil.  This  latter  work,  strangely 
enough,  is  totally  neglected  at  Eton,  where  the 
WHOLE  of  the  ^ENEID  is  read  ;  yet,  Virgil  is 
incomparably  a  more  fanciful  and  perfect  poet 
in  the  Georgics,  than  in  the  ^Eneid.  His  sub- 
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ject  in  the  one,  did  not  allow  him  to  abide  by 
the  cold  rules  of  the  Epic ;  arid,  therefore,  for 
that  I  know,  the  Georgics  may  be  deemed  de- 
fective compositions  by  persons  who  estimate 
the  beauty  of  poetry  by  the  arbitrary  laws  of 
the  schools ;  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  what  there  is 
in  the  six  last  books  of  the  .ZEneid,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  or  two  bright  episodes,  to  make 
the  study  of  them  so  important  a  matter  as  it 
is  made  at  Eton.  But  to  proceed — the  lower 
division  might,  in  addition,  read  the  Bellum 
Catalinarium  of  Sallust,  together  with  the  De 
Senectute  and  Amicitia  of  Cicero.  ONE  ORIGI- 
NAL exercise  in  the  week  would  be  quite 
enough  ;  but  a  weekly  translation  of  a  short 
Latin  paragraph  should  be  indispensable  ;  and, 
to  be  of  use,  should  be  done  IN  SCHOOL,  WITH- 
OUT the  aid  of  a  DICTIONARY.  A  boy  should 
be  taught,  as  much  as  possible,  to  trust  to  his 
rown  esources — in  fact,  TO  APPLY  the  knowledge 
of  words  which  he  has  already  obtained.  Trans- 
lations thus  managed,  may  be  made  infinitely 
useful ;  as  they  are,  at  present,  done  at  Eton, 
they  are  of  no  sort  of  service — indeed,  rather 
teach  a  boy,  as  far  as  they  teach  him  any  thing, 
to  write  bad  English  ;  for  they  are  done  with  no 
care.  So  many  Latin  words  are  just  put  into  as 
many  English,  without  any  regard  to  difference 
of  idiom  and  construction ;  whereas  nothing 
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could  be  more  effectual  towards  teaching  a  good 
style  of  English,  than  the  early  habit  of  trans- 
lating Latin,  if  care  were  taken  to  compare  the 
two  languages  together,    and  to  accustom  the 
learner  to  consult  his  ears,  as  well  as  his  brains, 
in  his  translation.     Composition  is  as  much  de: 
pendent  on  and  facilitated  by  habit,  as  any  other 
acquirement ;   and  he  who  is  timely  taught  its 
right  principles,  will  very  soon  be  able  to  put 
them  in  practice.     If  the  lower  division  of  the 
fifth  form  were  to  read  what  I  have  sketched  out, 
I  am  very  sure  they  would  be  more  profitably 
employed  than  they  are  at  present.     But  even 
this  reading  will  be  comparatively  of  little  use, 
unless  there   are  "  collections" — to  use  a  very 
appropriate  old  Oxford  term — at  the  end  of  each 
school-time.     Unless  students  are  periodically 
examined  in  all  they  have  been  doing — unless 
they  are  made  to    "  collect"   and  combine  their 
knowledge,   it  will  neither  take  root  in  their 
minds,  nor  produce  any  manner  of  harvest.     At 
Eton,  by  a  strange  inversion  of  reason,  and  de- 
fiance  of  intelligible    principle,    all   collective 
examination  of  a  boy  ceases  as  soon  as  he  arrives 
at  the  fifth  form  ;  i.  e.  all  motive  for  competition 
is  removed,  at  the  very  moment  when  it  ought 
to  be  applied. 

An  idle  boy  may  lose  his  place  when  he  gets 
into  the  fifth  form,  which  no  subsequent  energy 
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can  regain  ;  and  a  clever  boy  may  GAIN  a  place 
at  the  same  time,  which  no  subsequent  miscon- 
duct   can    permanently   forfeit.      The    absence 
of  all  examination  in  the  fifth  form  produces  an 
equally  evil  effect   on   either    denomination  of 
boys  ;  for  it  hardens  the  idle,    who   has  lost  his 
place,  and  makes  the  clever  careless,  because  he 
can   gain   no   further   promotion.      Nor   am    I 
speaking  upon  mere  unsupported  theory  ;  many 
a  boy  DOES  exert  himself  energetically  while  in 
the  Remove,   who  thinks  no  more  of  exertion 
when  he  arrives  at  that  "  slough  of  despond," 
the  fifth  form.     Now  I  state  plain,  intelligible, 
undeniable  facts.     I  trust  I  shall  not   be  an- 
swered solely  with  a  sneer  ;  but  I  demand  either 
an  admission,  on  the  part  of  the   school,  that 
their  system  is  mischievous  and  absurd,   or  a 
show  of  reason  to  prove  that  it  is  right.    Emula- 
tion, I  may  be  told,  is  the  parent  of  envy,  and 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged  in  the  young ;  but 
emulation  is  also  the  main  spring   of  noble  and 
virtuous  action.     True,  it  may  be  perverted,  as 
any  virtue   may,    into  a  vice  ;  and    though   it 
should  degenerate    in   the   breasts  of  the  vile 
into    envy,    yet   this    can    be    no   more   reason 
against  its  encouragement,   than   can  be  drawn 
against  the  building  of  a  house,   from  the  ac- 
knowledged fact,   that  it  MAY  tumble  on  its  in- 
habitant's head.     In  both  cases,  the  best  inten- 
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tions  may  be  entirely  frustrated  ;  and  in  both 
we  recognize  nothing  but  an  universal  law  of 
our  condition  on  earth.  But  emulation  is,  in 
the  main,  generous  and  virtuous.  To  my  hum- 
ble apprehension,  there  is  nothing  in  the  desire 
to  excel  in  learning  and  character,  either  sordid 
or  unbecoming  a  Christian.  A  morbid  and  sen- 
timental genius,  like  Cowper's,  may  please  it- 
self by  declaiming  against  the  eternal  operations 
of  the  human  mind  ;  but  the  "  Tirocinium,"  as 
a  poem  of  REASON — as  a  PRACTICAL  essay — is 
below  the  refutation  of  the  nursery. 

I  cannot  see  why  that  emulation  should  be 
bad  for  BOYS,  which  is  undeniably  good  for  MEN. 
No  man  blushes  to  acknowledge  that  he  has  a 
desire  to  outstrip  his  fellows  in  virtue— in  reli- 
gion—in dignity— in  honour— can  it  be  wrong 
to  instil  this  feeling  into  boyhood  ?  Nay,  are 
not  the  responsible  instructors  of  youth  deeply 
culpable,  if  they  neglect  to  encourage  so  vir- 
tuous and  honourable  an  ambition  ? 

There  is  another  principle,  without  the  adop- 
tion of  which,  much  of  the  good  that  might 
reasonably  be  anticipated  from  the  changes  I 
have  suggested,  will  be  lost.  EVERY  DIVISION 

SHOULD  HAVE  ITS  EXCLUSIVE  MASTER.         A  boy  in 

the  upper  part  of  the  fourth  form  does  his  lessons 
with  FIVE  different  masters  ;  in  the  fifth  form, 
with  THREE.  A  boy,  thus  DISTRIBUTED,  may  be 
active  with  one  master,  and  idle  with  another ; 
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whilst  his  real  character  can  rarely  be  under- 
stood by  any  one,  who  has  but  a  small  sub- 
division of  him  to  look  after.  A  perseverance 
in  this  system  is  the  more  remarkable,  because 
the  "  Remove"  is  the  part  of  the  school  where, 
confessedly,  most  is  done  ;  mainly  for  this  rea- 
son, because  the  system  is,  in  that  single  in- 
stance, departed  from,  and  the  division  is  under 
the  exclusive  direction  of  one  person.  If  the 
changes  I  have  recommended  were  adopted,  two 
masters  would  be  gained,  whose  time  is  now 
almost  entirely  engaged  in  school  hours  by  the 
looking  over  of  exercises.  One  of  these  masters 
ought  to  be  drafted  off  to  the  fifth  form,  and  the 
other  to  the  fourth.  The  head  master's  atten- 
tion, during  school  hours,  is  so  much  occupied 
with  the  general  superintendence  of  the  school, 
that  he  cannot  possibly  have  much  time  to 
bestow  on  the  lessons  ;  yet,  by  an  unaccountable 
provision,  he  has  a  very  large  division;  the  con- 
sequence of  which  is,  that  less  work  is  done  in 
the  highest,  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  school. 
The  head  master  ought  not  to  have  above  30 
boys  to  attend  to ;  the  remainder  of  his  division 
should  be  the  exclusive  care  of  some  one  master ; 
and  I  have  already  shown,  that,  if  the  'system  of 
wholesale  original  composition  were  reasonably 
modified,  two  masters  would  be  left  nearly  un- 
employed in  school  hours. 
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Proceeding  to  the  middle  division  of  the  fifth 
form,  one  original  exercise,  and  a  translation, 
such  as  I  have  already  described,  would  be 
sufficient  composition  for  the  week.  They 
might  read  two  books  of  the  Iliad,  two  plays  of 
Euripides,  edited  by  Porson,  two  books  of 
Livy,  two  of  Herodotus,  and  some  portions  of 
Juvenal  and  Catullus.  The  upper  division, 
comprising  the  sixth  form,  which  we  suppose  a 
student  would  take  between  three  and  four 
years  to  go  through,  ought  to  read  three  plays 
of  Sophocles,  as  many  of  ^Eschylus  and  Aristo- 
phanes, three  books  of  Thucydides,  two  books 
of  Tacitus,  the  Satires  and  Epistles  of  Horace, 
(which  boys  in  the  lower  part  of  the  fifth  form 
are  certainly  not  capable  of  understanding,)  a 
book  of  Lucretius,  at  least  ONE  of  the  larger 
Speeches  of  Demosthenes,  and  four  of  Cicero, 
three  books  of  the  ^Erieid,  and  a  small  quantity 
of  Theocritus.  There  should  be  the  same  pro- 
portion of  composition  as  in  the  other  divisions, 
and  religious  instruction  besides.  In  his  pas- 
sage through  the  fifth  form,  a  boy  ought,  cer- 
tainly, to  be  made  acquainted,  not  only  with 
the  Gospels  and  Acts,  but  with  Paley's  Evi- 
dences, Grotius,  and  Tomline's  Theology. 

With  regard  to  abstract  science,  we  cannot 
expect  much,  but  still  SOMETHING  may  be  done. 
A  knowledge  of  four  books  of  Euclid,  and  of 
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Algebra,  may  surely  be  required  of  every  boy  in 
the  upper  division.      If  a  boy  have  talent  for 
this  kind  of  study,  he  will  gain  sufficient  en- 
couragement   to    proceed.      But,    at    present, 
though    an    elementary    knowledge    of  mathe- 
matics is  essential  to  the  passing  a  little-go  at 
the  Universities,  the  study  is  not  even  recog- 
nised as  part  of  the    public    business  of  Eton. 
Every    one    of  the    changes  I  have    suggested 
would  tend  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  competition 
for  the  boys.     At  present,  if  an  Eton  Student 
cannot  do  verses,  he  can  do  nothing.     There  is 
no  reward  proposed  to  a  boy  in  the  fifth  form, 
but  for  composition,   which  is,   unquestionably, 
the  least  useful  of  all  excellencies  in  scholarship. 
I  am  fully  aware  what  folly  there  is  in  exacting 
or  expecting  too  much  of  a  boy ;  but  I  am  also 
aware,  that  the  opposite  error  of  expecting  too 
little,  is,  undoubtedly,    worse  ;   and  too  little,  is 
undoubtedly  demanded  of  an  Eton  scholar  ;  but 
I  am  very  far  from  believing,  that  I  have  given 
an  outline  of  study,   which  may  not  easily  be 
accomplished.     For  this  purpose,  several  of  the 
school-hours  must,  of  course,  be  employed  in  a 
manner  different  from  the  present.     Instead   of 
spending  three  mornings  of  the  week  in  repeat- 
ing Ovid,  Theocritus,— and,  will  it  be  believed? 
—GREEK   GRAMMAR,    by  heart,    as  is  at  present 
done,  the  fifth  form  must    be  interpreting    the 
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great  historians  and  poets.  Surely,  all  the 
Homer,  Virgil,  and  Horace,  or  Juvenal  and 
Catullus,  as  it  may  be,  that  is  construed  in 
school,  is  quite  sufficient  for  repetition,  without 
superadding  the  work  of  the  fourth  form  in  the 
shape  of  Ovid,  and  Greek  grammar.  This  last 
bit  of  work  is  really  too  absurd  to  be  treated 
with  sobriety.  The  Eton  Greek  Grammar  is 
THE  MEAN  by  which  the  formation  of  verbs, 
substantives,  &c.  may  be  taught ;  but  to  persist 
in  exacting  the  rules  for  verbs,  after  a  boy  has 
been  reading  Homer  three  or  four  years,  is  either 
to  assume,  or  concede,  that  he  does  not  YET 
know  how  to  form  the  substantives  and  verbs. 
Learning  Ovid  and  Theocritus  by  heart,  are 
also,  excellent  employments,  no  doubt  ;  but 
there  are  others  more  necessary  for  a  fifth  form 
boy. 

There  is  a  circumstance  connected  with  the 
school  discipline,  which,  though  it  affects  but  a 
small  portion  of  the  scholars,  yet,  I  think 
deserving  of  remark,  from  its  involving  an  im- 
portant principle,  and  its  liability  to  produce 
serious  individual  mischief.  The  private  tutors, 
who  have  the  exclusive  care  of  single  pupils, 

ARE     NOT     REQUIRED    TO    RESIDE     IN     THE     DAMES' 

HOUSES,  where  the  tutors  have  a  proper  autho- 
rity. It  is  a  necessary  principle  in  all  schools, 
that  the  scholars  be  under  the  authority  of  the 
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masters ;  but  a  boy  who  resides  in  a  lodging- 
house  at  Eton,  with  his  private  tutor,  is  NOT 
under  the  authority  of  the  school,  as  long  as  he 
is  in  his  house  ;  therefore,  after  dark,  all  con- 
troul  over  the  boy,  on  the  part  of  the  school,  is 
at  an  end. 

I  suppose  it  happens  at  Eton,  as  it  would  in 
most  places,  that  young  men  of  the  prospects, 
such  as  are  usually  the  lot  of  private  tutors,  are 
acceptable  guests  at  the  various  tables  of  the 
college ;  and  in  the  event  of  the  tutor  being 
absent  on  such  a  mission  as  the  guest  of  a  good 
dinner,  I  see  no  more  likely  mode  by  which 
the  deserted  and  forlorn  pupil  can  employ  his 
time,  than  by  seeking  society  OUT  OF  HIS  LODG- 
ING, or  else  contenting  himself  with  that  which 
his  Penates  can  afford  him  in  the  shape  of  con- 
versation with  the  housemaid.  I  consider  nei- 
ther of  these  an  eligible  mode  of  disposing  of  a 
lad's  leisure  hours.  Instances,  indeed,  have  oc- 
curred, in  which  fruits  of  an  objectionable  and 
alarming  nature  have  thus  been  produced. 

I  have,  unconsciously,  extended  my  remarks 
to  a  length  which  I  did  not  contemplate,  and 
yet  have  left  very  much  unsaid.  Finding  fault 
is  an  irksome  and  invidious  task  ;  but  though  I 
have  felt  compelled  to  undertake  it,  I  must  claim 
acknowledgment,  that  I  have  done  so  with  no 
unfair  or  captious  severity.  I  have  made  no 


37 

intentional  misrepresentation  ;  if,  through  im- 
perfect information,  I  have  been  betrayed  into 
error,  and  it  is  possible  I  MAY  have  been,  I 
shall  be  thankful  for  correction.  I  am  by  no 
means  anxious  to  detract  from  the  many  excel- 
lencies of  Eton — from  the  great  liberality — sound 
principles — and  thoroughly  gentlemanlike  tone 
which  pervades  the  school ;  nor  have  I  the  wish, 
supposing  I  had  the  power,  to  dim  the  lustre  of 
the  many  great  names  it  can  boast ;  but  I  may 
be  permitted  to  doubt,  whether  the  great  Eton 
men  have  not  been  made  great  by  THEIR  OWN 
efforts,  rather  than  by  the  instruction  they  re- 
ceived, or  the  direction  and  encouragement 
given  to  their  minds  in  boyhood  ; — in  short, 
whether  they  have  not  been  illustrious  in  SPITE 
rather  than  IN  CONSEQUENCE,  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school. 
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GEOLOGY     OF     SCRIPTURE. 

In  one  Vol.  8vo.  510  pages,  with  Plates,  14*.  boards. 
A   GENERAL   VIEW  of  the    GEOLOGY   of  SCRIPTURE ; 

in  which  the  unerring  Truth  of  the  Inspired  Narrative  of  the  Early  Events  in 
the  World  is  exhibited,  and  distinctly  proved  by  the  corroborative  testimony  of 
Physical  facts  on  every  part  of  the  Earth's  surface,  By  GEORGE  FAIRHOLME, 
Esq. 

Arnold's  Magazine  of  Fine  Arts,  of  Jan.  1834,  in  a  second  notice  of  this 
work  says,  "  We  shall,  if  possible,  resume  the  subject  in  a  future  number. 
In  the  mean  time,  as  we  think  we  have  said  enough  of  its  introductory  part  to 
impress  every  unprejudiced  reader  of  the  ability  which  is  displayed  in  it,  we 
trnst  that  our  opinions  of  its  general  excellence  will  be  received  as  the  faithful 
impressions  produced  on  our  minds  by  a  careful  and  attentive  perusal.  This 
is  one  of  the  books,  which,  as  Lord  Bacon  says  "  are  to  be  digested  ;  "  and  we 
predicate  most  conscientiously  when  we  say,  that  there  is  no  work  that  has  been 
produced  in  modern  times  on  the  subject  of  Geology,  that  we  can  more  strongly 
recommend  to  our  readers.  " 

"  It  is  with  a  corresponding  pleasure  that  we  now  behold  the  champion  of 
the  Bible  step  forth  in  the  Armour  of  Geology,  and  prove  to  demonstration, 
that  "  a  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing,"  We  will  not  trouble  our  readers 
with  the  above  theories — supported  however  by  great  names — with  which  the 
whole  world  has  been  absolutely  deluged  ;  but  wu  strongly  recommend  the  work 
before  us  to  the  religious  reader,  as  an  armory  of  facts,  whence  he  may  choose 
defensive  weapons  against  the  attack  of  the  infidel :  or  if  he  be  more  venturous, 
he  may  select  annoying  missiles  for  the  destruction  of  any  theory  the  men  of 
mere  science  may  construct  in  correction  of  the  inspired  account  delivered  by 
Moses  •"  Evangelical  Register. 

"The  reader  will  feel  under  obligation  to  Mr.  Fairholme  for  his  interesting 
collection  of  facts,  and  his  attempt  to  draw  forth  a  system  from  them.  The 
work  is  very  pleasantly  written,  and  in  many  parts  is  certainly  valuable. " — 
British  Magaxine. 

"  In  conclusion,  we  strongly  recommend  the  work  to  those  who  may  have  been 
led  to  adopt  plausible  theory  for  science,  and  to  deduce  hasty  general  conclusions 
for  one  or  a  few  solitary  facts.  " — Field's  Naturalist's  Magazine. 

"  This  work  will  we  are  sure,  be  read  with  interest  by  all  who  are  anxious  to 
reconcile  the  Scriptural  account  of  the  creation  of  the  earth,  with  the  facts  that 
have  of  late  years  been  discovered  by  those  who  have  examined  the  structure  of 
its  crust.  Mr  F  sets  himself  boldly  to  his  task.  " — Athenaum. 

"  George  Fairholme  has,  in  my  opinion,  settled  the  question  with  that  pious 
tact  and  judgment  which  his  opponents  will  find  it  impossible  to  shake.  His  the- 
ory has  an  immoveable  foundation,  theirs  is  "  The  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision," 
destined  I  humbly  and  heartily  hope,  at  no  great  distance  of  time,  to  disappear 
altogether  from  the  minds  of  men,  and  to  "  leave  not  a  wreck  behind.  "  If  my 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Fairholme's  work  should  induce  even  one  young  per- 
son to  purchase  and  peruse  it,  and  if,  in  consequence  he  should  obtain  the  be- 
nefit I  have  derived  from  it,  my  object  in  thus  addressing  you  will  be  fully 
answered.  " — Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Record,  signed  JOHN  BULL.  Sept.  2 
1833. 
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THE     CARTOONS      OF     RAPHAEL; 

In  8vo.  8*.  6d.  Cloth  boards, 

CARTONENSIA;    or,    an  Historical  and    Critical   Account 

of  the  Tapestries?  in  the  Vatican ;  copied  from  the  designs  of  Raphael  of  Urbino, 
and  of  such  of  the  Cartoons  whence  they  were  woven,  as  are  now  in  preserva- 
tion. With  Notes  and  Illustrations.  To  which  are  subjoined,  Remarks  on  the 
Causes  which  retard  the  progress  of  the  higher  departments  of  Paintings  in  this 
Country.  " — By  the  Rev.  W.  GUNN,  B.D.  Second  Edition  with  Additions. 

«'  Although  many  persons  may  have  gazed  upon  the  seven  Cartoons  of  Ra- 
phael, in  Hampton  Court,  with  what  Watts  quaintly  terms  a  'vulgar  idea,' 
and  may  have  gained  from  them  pleasure  and  entertainment;  yet  how  few  there 
are  who  know  any  thing  of  the  history,  and  still  less  of  the  real  merits  of  those 
celebrated  productions  !  Added  to  the  others,  which  that  great  master  design- 
ed, they  form  in  themselves  a  school  of  art,  from  which  the  historical  painter, 
especially,  may  derive,  not  technical  instruction  only,  but  inspiration  of  the  high- 
est order.  They  are  to  him  what  the  Parthenon  was,  and  St  Peter's  is  to  the 
architect, — what  the  works  of  Phidias,  Canova,  and  Thorwalsden  are  to  the 
sculptor  ;  and  those  of  Homer,  Ariosto,  Shakspeare  and  Milton,  are  to  the 
poet.  Mr  Gunn's  Commentary  upon  this  beautiful  production  (the  Nativity)  is 
well  written,  and  contains  canons  of  criticism  which  we  conceive  to  be  in  the 
most  correct  taste.  Indeed  we  would  strongly  recommend  '  Cartonensia'  to  gene- 
ral attention.  It  bears  about  it  all  the  marks  of  a  liberal  and  accomplished  mind, 
cordially  devoted  to  the  prosperity  of  the  fine  arts  ;  and  we  trust  that  its  criti- 
cisms, founded  as  they  generally  are  in  good  sense,  and  always  elegantly  express- 
ed, will  exercise  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  public  taste." — Monthly  Review. 

"  In  dismissing  this  work,  we  would  recommend  it  most  cordially  to  our  friends. 
The  artist  will  find  much  information,  coupled  with  much  admirable  advice  in 
its  pages,  while  the  general  reader  will  be  amused  with  its  details,  and  instruct- 
ed by  the  remarks  both  historical  and  theological,  which  he  will  meet  with  in 
perusing  it.  Mr.  Gunn  is  a  man  of  much  critical  acumen,  softened  down  and 
polished  by  his  gentlemanly  feelings,  and  amiable  spirit;  and  we  think  that  few 
will  arise  from  his  book,  without  sensations  of  gratitude  for  his  labours  in  its 
compilation,  and  of  satisfaction  for  the  information  he  so  pleasingly  commu- 
nicates."— Arnold's  Magazine  of  the  Fine  Arts,  October,  1833. 

THE     TURKISH     EMPIRE. 

In  One  Vol.  8vo.  9*  6d.  boards. 

SKETCHES  in  GREECE  and  TURKEY,  ending  in  the 
Autun.n  of  1832;  with  the  Present  Condition  and  Future  Prospects  of  the 
TURKISH  EMPIRE. 

"  The  Author  of  this  volume  has  done  England,  and  Europe  in  general,  no 
small  service  in  giving  so  deep  an  insight  into  character.  Events  are  certainly 
valuable,  and  graphic  description  of  towns  and  forts,  and  soils,  should  not  be  neg- 
lected by  the  intelligent  traveller;  but  he  who  thinks  and  writes  philosophically, 
will  do  more  :  he  will  do  what  our  Author  has  done,  trice  events  up  to  their 
causes,  in  displaying  the  leading  features  of  the  minds  of  those,  from  the  actions 
of  whom  the  country  must,  in  a  great  measure,  take  its  destinies.  That  part 
of  the  book  that  is  exclusively  devoted  to  the  Turkish  Empire,  should  be  read  by 
the  merchant  as  well  as  the  legislator,  the  politician,  and  the  man  of  letters  ;  for  it 
conveys  information  that  may  be  eminently  useful  to  those  who  have  to  promote 
commerce  in  that  quarter  We  fearlessly  state,  that  among  the  multitude  of 
books  that  are  daily  appearing,  and  then  sinking  around  us,  this  deserves  to  be 
kept  by  a  liberal  encouragement,  above  water  ;  and  we  most  cheerfully  buoy  it 
up  with  our  disinterested  approbation." — Metropolitan  Magazine,  September  1. 


Works  Publishing  by  James  Ridgway  and  Sons. 

"  Sketches  of  a  very  spirited  and  agreeable  character.  We  may  fairly  and 
highly  commend  this  volume  to  the  public  notice'' — Literary  Gazelle. 

"  The  work  of  an  unaffected  traveller,  like  the  present,  is  welcome,  because 
he  simply  describes  what  he  saw  and  heard,  illustrating  his  narrative  with 
sketches  of  particular  scenes  and  characteristicanecdotes." — Athenceum. 

"  This  is  a  charming  volume,  for  it  embraces  both  the  useful  and  the  beautiful. 

*  *  *  It   is  not  a  book  that  he  has  written  ;  it  is,  as  he  truly  says,  a  collection 
of  Sketches — few,  but  striking,  distinct,  vivid,  and  full  of  meaning.     In  a  few 
pages  the  present  state  of  Greece  is  set  before  us  as  in  a  panorama ;  in  fact,  the 
last  intelligence  to  be  relied  on  in  any  form,  is  communicated  in  this  volume 

*  *  *  "—Spectator. 

LORD     COLLINGWOOD.—  Fourth  Edition. 

A  SELECTION  from  the  PUBLIC  and  PRIVATE  CORRES- 
PONDENCE of  VICE-ADMIRAL  LORD  COLLINGWOOD  ;  interspersed 
with  Memoirs  of  his  Life.  By  G.  L.  NEWNHAM  COLLINGWOOD,  Esq.  F.R.S. 
Illustrated  by  a  fine  Portrait,  a  Plan  of  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar,  &c.  &e. 
Fourth  Edition  in  8vo.  16s. 

"  We  once  more  thank  the  Editor  for  his,highly  important  and  very  valuable 
work,  it  is  one  which  will  occupy  a  permanent  place  in  the  English  library. 
The  portrait  of  one  English  worthy  more  is  now  secured  to  posterity."— Quar- 
terly Review. 

"  We  do  not  know  when  we  have  met  with  so  delightful  a  book  as  this,  or  one 
with  which  we  are  so  well  pleased  with  ourselves  for  being  delighted.  Its  attrac- 
tion consists  almost  entirely  in  its  moral  beauty." — Edinburgh  Review. 

"  Having  thus  referred  to  Lord  Collingwood's  Life,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  the  publication  of  that  volume  is  indeed  a  national  good  ;  it  ought  to  be 
in  every^  officer's  cabin,  and  in  every  statesman's  cabinet."  Southey's  Life  of 
Lord  Nelson,  new  edit.  p.  348. 

ALFRED  the  GREAT :  or,  the  PATRIOT  KING,  An  His- 
torical play.  BY  JAMES  SHERIDAN  KNOWLES.  3s. 

Post  Octavo  5.9.6^.  boards. 

NAPOLEON'S  DYING  SOLILOQUY,  and  other  POEMS. 
BY  THOMAS  S  TEWART  ESQ. 

"  The  Poem  on  retirement  is  sweet  and  pastoral,  evincing  a  fine  ear  for  har- 
mony, made  subservient  to  a  highly  cultivated  mind.  The  best  piece  in  the  book 
is  "  Belshazzar's  Feast."  There  is  a  Pindaric  sublimity  about  it,  that  would  do 
honor  to  first -rates  among  the  English  Poets.  We  have  seldom  met  with  more 
decided  proofs  of  a  talent  worth  cultivating."  Metropolitan  Mag.  April  1st. 

THE    EATON    ABUSES    CONSIDERED,  addressed  to  the 

Author  of  "  Some  Remarks  on  the  present  Studies  and  Management  of  Eaton 
School,  by  a  Parent" 

BLACK  GOWNS  and   RED  COATS  or  Oxford  in  1834,  a 

Satire,  addressed  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  Chancellor  of  that  University, 
Field  Marshal  in  the  Army,  Colonel  of  the  Grenadier  Guards,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Is. 

In  May  will  be  published  in  1   Volume,  Svo.  with  numerous  illustrative  Plates. 
Dr.  LINDLEY's  LADY's  BOTANY ;    a  popular  introduction 

to  the  Natural  system  of  Botany,  after  the  model  of  Rousseau's  celebrated  "  Letters 
on  Botany."  By  John  Lindley.  Ph.D.,  F.L.S.  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  London,  and  Editor  of  •'  Edward's  Botanical  Register-  or  Ornamen- 
tal Flower  Garden  and  Shrubbery,"  publishing  in  Monthly  Numbers 
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